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At Sanderlings, the dining experience is as spectacular

as the views — both indoors and out.
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Dear Friends,

As longtime fans and supporters of the Challenger tournament, Nordic Naturals is
thrilled to be the title sponsor of this year’s event, now in its 29t year. The Nordic
Naturals Challenger Tournament will once again bring world-class tennis to our area,
to the delight of local tennis fans, dedicated sponsors, and our local community.

As aleading manufacturer of omega-3s and other nutrients essential to health,
Nordic Naturals understands and supports the unique nutritional needs of
athletes—professional and amateur alike. We offer a select line of NSF Certified for
Sport products that are used by many ATP touring pros, including 2014 Challenger
champion and current No. 40 Marcos Baghdatis.

Nordic Naturals is happy to give back to the amazing community that has supported
our company since our founding here in 1995. We participate in a wide variety of local
events and causes, among which the Challenger is a personal favorite. This tournament
is a natural fit not only because of my own fanatical love of tennis, but also in light of our
company-wide commitment to empower people of all ages to live life better.

We are so proud and excited to partner in bringing this amazing event to Santa Cruz
County in the spectacular setting of the Seascape Sports Club.

In health,

Fellow Tennis Fans,

Santa Cruz County Bank is delighted to partner with Seascape Sports Club
Joar Opheim and Nordic Naturals to present this year’s Challenger tournament. We look
CEO & Founder forward to meeting Club Members while enjoying the talents of the top
Nordic Naturals® tennis players in the world.

As a community bank founded by local business professionals for the
Santa Cruz community, we take great pride in serving local residents and

businesses with their banking needs. Our entire staff is actively engaged in
our community, serving as volunteers on a year-round basis on nonprofit
boards and as fundraisers for charitable events. We look forward to
volunteering throughout the week of our debut year as presenting sponsor of
the Challenger and look forward to making new friendships.

It is an honor to be involved in supporting this tournament that brings
professional tennis to our community. We congratulate all the athletes who
have traveled from around the globe to compete in the 2016 Challenger and
wish everyone good luck throughout the week.

David V. Heald
President & CEQO, Santa Cruz County Bank




Enhance Your Life in 2016!

Become a New Member of Seascape Sports Club and Receive a

20% Discount*

*Restrictions Apply (offer ends 8/31/16)

First Class Fitness Center
State-of-the-Art Equipment ¢ Personal/Functional Training

12 Tennis Courts
Hard ¢ Clay ¢ Paddle Tennis ¢ Pickle Ball

Versatile Swim Center
25 yd. Lap Pool * Junior Pool w/ Raindrop ¢ Outdoor Jacuzzi
Over 60 Weekly Group Fitness Classes

Zumba ¢ Pilates ¢ Yoga ¢ Aqua * Core Training * Dance
Wellness and Education Center

Children Ages 3 -13

Encourage your children to explore new areas of interest this summer while meeting new friends and creat-
ing memories that will last a lifetime. Camp Seascape emphasizes fitness, nutrition and most of all, fun!

Enroll now for one of the remaining Sessions being offered between August 8
through August 26, 2016. Weekly and Daily Rates are also available.

The Day Camp is located at Seascape Sports Club, adjacent to the Pacific Ocean, and runs

Monday - Friday from 9:00 am - 4:00 pm (with extended hours available).

ewASAL  AARARRA

Tennis * Swimming ¢ Magic ¢ Volleyball ¢+ Arts & Crafts * Beach Games * Soccer * Basketball « Ping Pong ¢ Kids’
Dance ¢ Olympics Day ¢ Martial Arts ¢ Climbing Wall « Camp T-Shirts ¢ Daily Lunch ¢ Pictures and lots of fun!
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Healthy, Strong and as Determined as Ever

By: Hannah Stone

t the age of 20 years old, an unseeded player found
himself up against world No. 1 Roger Federer in the
finals of the 2006 Australian open. A decade has passed. The
years have been filled with a good share of highs and lows,
relentless emotion, impressive grand slam runs, plagues

and perseverance, but through
it all, at 31 years old, the humble
man behind the career is feeling
stronger than ever.

Very few players on the ATP Tour
hold a résumé matching that of
former No. 8 Marcos Baghdatis.
His story is special. Tennis fans
from all over the world developed
a soft spot for him after one
defining moment in 2006 when

No. 46 in the world, the Cypriot has not lost
his competitive edge.

they found themselves rooting for the unseeded young-gun
with the beaming smile and charming on-court persona.

Baghdatis’ shining moments are only made greater through
the tribulations he has overcome. It was after one of his
toughest seasons three years ago, losing more matches than

he had won, recording 13 first-
round exits and battling several
health that Baghdatis
captured the Aptos title on the

issues,

road to redemption in 2014.

Two years later and sitting at No.
46 in the world, the Cypriot has
not lost his competitive edge or his
likeable spirit. He has had a recent
string of impressive victories over
highly ranked players on tour

Competitive Prices

831.688.1538 o

PRINT SMITH

Locally owned and operated in the heart of Aptos
Professional service with a friendly, knowledgeable staff

All your Print, Copy, Design & Bindery needs

graphice@aptosprint.com
8047 Soquel Drive o Aptes, California 95008 o [Fax 831.688.5602
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including No. 8 Tomas Berdych, No. 12 David Ferrer, No. 14
David Goffin, No. 26 Ivo Karlovic and No. 29 Sam Querry.

But even more importantly, with each passing tournament,
Baghdatis has remained completely healthy, allowing him to
play consistently, week-in and week-out. “Together with my
team, we find the balance as to how much time I need to spend
on the court, in the gym, with the physio, just to keep my body in
optimal shape to perform at its best when needed,” he said.

Checking in with Baghdatis last year revealed that the relationship
he fostered with Nordic Naturals during his time in Aptos also led
to overwhelmingly positive changes in his health and fitness.

As a leading supplement company focused on raising quality
standards, Nordic Naturals’ high-performance NSF Certified
for Sport products are free of banned substances. They are sold
to and trusted by professional sports teams and college teams
around the nation.

For an individual sport like tennis, however, athletes must find
their own approach when it comes to dietary habits. “In terms
of my health, It has been a game changer for me since I joined
forces with Nordic Naturals,” Baghdatis said. “Together with the
team at Nordic Naturals, my personal doctor and medical team, With each passing tournament, Baghdatis has remained completely
we were able to find out exactly what was good for me to take and healthy, allowing him to play consistently, week-in and week-out.

Your Journey to Health Starts Now

Are you frustrated with your current health trajectory?

Are you preparing for surgery or chemotherapy? F RE E one hour consu l ta tion

Are you looking for a guide to help regain your with D"'. ] ay P ennoc k ’ M D

health and vigor?
when you mention Santa Cruz Waves
(a $200 value)

Your guide to a Long and Healthy
Life provides:

Nutrition and Supplement Guidance
Bio-Identical Hormone Replacement
Strength and Fitness Programs

Lifestyle Modification and Guidance

“Pre-hab” for surgical or medical procedures

For more information please contact Dr. Jay Pennock MD,

831.226.2108 | doctorjayp@outlook.com

www.navigatormedical.com | 304 Lincoln Street -Santa Cruz
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the results have been amazing. I have felt healthy, energetic,
and my recovery has also increased greatly, benefiting me
across the board.”

The game-changing results Baghdatis refers to are not by
chance, “My team and the team at Nordic Naturals spent a
great deal of time researching and understanding the science
behind these products to pinpoint exactly how the products
that Nordic Naturals offer could specifically benefit me.”

Baghdatis uses the Ultimate Omega-D3 Sport to aid his
joints. He explains that it is like “oiling a machine”— helping
him to recover better, especially after strenuous workouts. “I
cannot go without it now because it makes such a difference
for me on a daily basis,” he said.

By adding omega-3 into his regimen, he even feels
improvements in his focus. As far as the Nordic Probiotic
Sport, Baghdatis uses it mainly after workouts, “It allows me
to absorb the good nutrients and vitamins of my meals and
good things that I eat throughout the day.”

The relationship between the veteran tour player and Nordic
Naturals however, is built on more than just science. “I feel
like we are a family;” he said.

Withtheircorporateheadquartersbasedin Watsonville, Calif.,
a small town in Santa Cruz County, and their commitment
to remain involved and active in the community, Nordic
Naturals’ mission stresses the importance of transparency.
It is this value-driven purpose that facilitates their lasting
promise to deliver a quality product and promote healthy
lifestyles all around the world.

Last year, Baghdatis had a chance to visit the headquarters
and what stood out to him the most was the involvement
and dedication of each team member, demonstrating the
core values that the company stands for. “It was actually an
honor for me to start working with Nordic, and the fact that
there is trust and understanding on both sides made it very
easy to partner together,” he said.

Nordic Naturals founder, Joar Opheim, is an absolute tennis
and health fanatic, so it was a clear decision for the company
to get involved in the Aptos Challenger over a decade ago,
originally as a corporate sponsor.

The Challenger’s memories and traditions of the past three
decades are only possible thanks to the loyal community
support that keeps this tournament running year after year.
It is with this in mind that Nordic Naturals takes over the
role as the title sponsor this year.

Nordic Naturals Challenger 2016 5



With their growing name recognition in the tennis world, = Marcos Baghdatis at the top of their fitness, ultimately

Nordic Naturals’ passion for health and tennis is inseparable =~ maximizing his success on the ATP tour. It is success stories

by providing the necessary nutrients to keep players, like  like these that make the new Aptos title sponsor, Nordic
Naturals, a perfect fit.

Seascape’s lasting relationships both locally and with the
tennis community at large have only added to the tight-knit
culture of an event already holding 29 consecutive years
of rich history, the record for the longest running men’s
Challenger in the U.S.

Continued on page 11

New title sponsor, Nordic Naturals provides the necessary nutrients to

keep players like Marcos Baghdatis at the top of their fitness.

A physician who knows your goals...
... keeping your eye on the ball.

# Certified Exercise Specialist,

American College of Sports Medicine * Board Cert.lf.ied
e Graduate degree in Exercise Sport Medicine
Physiology o Extra training in
 Treats aging problems, Orthopedic Surgery
overuse, athletic and e More than 25 Years
accident injuries Experience

... the only medical practice with
the expertise you need.

e pain e aging e joint, ligament, muscle, tendon, and nerve pain e bursitis e overuse * undertrained o
e fitness goals « accident injuries ¢ athletic conditioning e rehabilitation e

Barbara J. MacFarlane, MD ort
Call 462-5000 today! ,.icines e d

We ness Center
21 Upper Ragsdale Drive, Suite 180, Monterey, CA 93940 (Ryan Ranch Office Park) www.lifesportmedicine.com
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Nordic Naturals Challenger
presented by

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
August5-14,2016

PRO CIRCUIT

*Wine provided by Bargetto's, Hunter Hill Vineyards and Pelican Ranch Winery

Nordic Naturals Challenger 2016

First Friday Friday
NO RDIC(@% Nordic Naturals Wildcard Championship “Shootout” 4:00 pm
NATURALS &  Opening Day of Qualifying Saturday
Qualifying Matches 9:00 am
Pro Am Day Sunday
Qualifying Matches 10:00 am
Pro-Am Tennis Tournament 2:45 pm
Qualifying Matches 4:30 pm
Pro-Am Dinner: Seascape Foods* 5:00 pm
USTA Kids Day & USTA League Day Monday
. BEACH RESORT
1st Round Matches 11:00 am Monterer Ba
Invitation Only Party at Seascape Beach Resort 5:30 pm J 24y
Santa Cruz County Bank Day Tuesday
1st Round Matches 11:00 am
Special Sponsor Clinic 4:00 pm
Hospitality: Hong Kong Gardens* 5:30 pm
Invitation Only Event 5:30 pm GRAanE
Nordic Naturals Day Wednesday
2nd Round Matches 11:00 am
Hospitality: Zameen* 5:30 pm
AR VA
Granite Construction Day Thursday BARGETTO WINERY
2nd Round Matches 11:00 am
Hospitality: Sanderlings* 5:30 pm
Caroline’s Day Friday .
Hong Kong Quarter Final Matches 11:00 am hUNteR bll‘L
g a] Hospitality: Seascape Foods* 5:30 pm Vineyan{ & Winery
ardend Caroline’s Poolside Celebration Begins at 5pm
Pink Day Saturday e
Semi-Final Matches 11:00 am P 2 RA
Hospitality: Sid’s Smokehouse* 1:30 pm
Pink Day Matches Begin at 9am ELI&éT%IL A ( ANCH
Finals Day Sunday
Pink Day Finals 11:00 am
Wheelchair Tennis Clinic 11:00 am
Challenger Finals 1:00 pm
Hospitality: Sid’s Smokehouse* 1:30 pm
Monday through Friday “Feature Match” 6:00 pm
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riginally from Trinec, Czeck Republic, Rudy Siwy

was a four-year letter winner at Fresno State
University. As a singles player, he achieved an all-time
high singles ranking of No. 35 in the Intercollegiate
Tennis Association’s singles rankings. He won the
Western Athletic Conference Player of the Year award
and was named First Team ALL-WAC.

Finalist, Perry Gregg is a junior from Fairfax, Ca.,
winning the Cupertino Open in April and the Bay Club
Men’s Open within two weeks. Currently he is ranked

Rudy Siwy & Perry Gre, ; 1
ST /O #3 in Men’s Open in Norcal.

Tanks to all the ATP Pros; Christopher Arns, Seascape ~ Hundreds of young children from YMCA groups and local
Sports Club Tennis Director; Kristen Ferlito, Outreach schools have received free tennis lessons over the many
Chair; the United States Tennis Association, USTA NorCal,  years. We look forward to more children enjoying the tennis
Martinelli’s Gold Medal and Granite Contruction Company  in 2016!
for their continued support for Kid’s Day.

Poud to be (S;ﬁm(so%/%a
the 2006
Nevdic c Noturals &ﬂ//e/%ae/' ROUR AP

//‘&SE/ZM&/ SINCE 1863 o
(SWO%Z &W/ﬁm GOLD MEDAL®

®

4 baY
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PRO CIRCUIT

NORDIC NATURALS CHALLENGER
PRESENTED BY SANTA CRUZ COUNTY BANK

CORPORATE

GRANITE CONSTRUCTION COMPANY HARTRU  LIFE SPORT MEDICINE
MARTINELLI'S GOLD MEDAL  PRINT SMITH  SANTA CRUZ SEASIDE COMPANY
SEASCAPE BEACH RESORT  SEASCAPE FOODS

PATRONS

ANDREWS FAMILY LAURITS FAMILY
BAGEL CAFE AND BAKERY LUCIA HIGHLANDS
BARGETTO WINERY MONTEREY BAY PROPERTIES
BELLA DONNA OSTERLAND FAMILY
EUROPEAN HAIR DESIGN NAVIGATOR MEDICAL
BLUE WATER SEDANS CONSULTANCY
& LIMOUSINES PICO PRESCHOOL
TOM & CAROL BURKHART RALLS FAMIILY
S(F)gTL/?FLgEﬁF/;ERTIES SANTA CRUZ/APTOS COFFEE

ROASTING COMPANY
DHAMA USA SCHARF INVESTMENTS, LLC
FRIEDMAN FAMILY SENATE FURNITURE

DAN GROSSMAN/KENNEDY FAMILY
HUTCHINSON & BLOODGOOD LLP

STAR STRINGING

MEDIA
KSBW / ABC/ESTRELLA TV CENTRAL COAST
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By Hannah Stone

shared passion for tennisand meaningful relationships
ﬂ has sparked yet another local collaboration revolving
around the Nordic Naturals Challenger presented by Santa
Cruz County Bank, an event that has been running for 29
consecutive years.

Santa Cruz County Bank’s mission to make a lasting
commitment to the community commenced the
moment they opened their doors in 2004. Since then,
Santa Cruz County Bank has been recognized for its
leadership and volunteerism. On any given day you
will find their employees and directors dedicating
their time by serving on local nonprofit boards and
committees, coaching athletic teams, fundraising, and
reinvesting in the community.

As a local business and as residents themselves, they
understand that the strength of the communityand our
localeconomy directlyaffectsthelivelihood of everyone
they serve. SCCB is committed to strengthening
and building the community. Supporting the Aptos
Challenger is one example of their community
reinvestment, “We are proud to partner with Seascape
Sports Club to produce the Challenger which benefits
numerous non-profit and charitable organizations
in our community” said Mary Anne Carson, SSCB
Director of Marketing.

A well-recognized community leader, SSCB is
also known for its fervent employee giving and
volunteerism programs, so intense that the bank has

10 Nordic Naturals Challenger | 2016
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its own dedicated director of community relations.
Through a unique community service program, each
of their employees is given an opportunity to donate
40 hours annually toward community service for
charitable organizations within the market area, paid
for by the bank. Fridays are deemed Community
Giving Fridays, a program that supports the local
nonprofit charitable organization of each branch’s
choosing.

With five banking offices throughout the county
in Aptos, Capitola, Santa Cruz, Scotts Valley and
Watsonville to serve you, their motto states, “Put your
money where your life is” and they invite you to join
them. “This is our heart and soul; a bank established
for the community, and 100% focused on serving the
community,” Carson said.

Seascape Sports Club, a long time customer of Santa
Cruz County Bank, is thrilled at the chance to take
its partnership with this community leader to another
level through the Nordic Naturals Challenger. Without
support from sponsors like Santa Cruz County Bank
there would be no tournament. There is no better
way to come together than by joining in on the fun of
witnessing world-class tennis and future super stars in
an intimate and friendly environment fueled through
local involvement.



Baghdatis Healthy & Strong continued
from page 6

These stories of
community ties,
tradition and family
run deep here at the
Aptos  Challenger
just as they do
with Baghdatis
back in his home “Being at home is very rewarding and

rejuvenates me,” Baghdatis said.

country, Cyprus.

Following the Citi Open, Baghdatis was able to return home

to spend quality time with his wife, Karolina, a former WTA WH ERE SM AI.I. PEOPLE M ATTER

player, and daughters, Zahara and India. “Being at home is

very rewarding and rejuvenates me, and gets me ready to go Edu cate » En a b /e  Fvo /Ve

back on tour with renewed energy every time,” he said.

Baghdatis and his wife hope to teach their young ones tennis
someday if they are interested. Three-year-old Zahara is (8 3 1) 688-8808

i ick India, less th -year- .
starting to pick up a racquet and India, less than one-year WWW.pl C Opr as Ch 0 OI. com

old, “is doing amazing,” he beamed. “She is a bundle of joy
and growing very fast.”

Continuted on page 13

Constructing California Driveways to Highways Since 1922

Design-Build ¢« PCCP Paving Crews ¢ Earthwork and Grading ¢ Asphalt Concrete Paving * AC and Concrete Recycling Facilities ¢ Structure/Bridges/Dams ¢ Site Development ¢ Demolition * HMA

Paving ¢ Concrete Curbs, Gutters, Sidewalks, Slabs ¢ Portable Crushing and Paving ¢ Portable HMA and PCC Plants Asphalt Sealing and Resurfacing * Pavement Maintenance ¢ Erosion Control/
Bank Protection ¢ Underground Utilities ¢ Golf Course Construction ¢ Airport Construction ¢ Base/Drain Rock/Rip Rap ¢ Landfill Inprovements ¢ Slurry Seal/Chip Seal ® Environmental Remediation ¢
Material Sales: Asphalt Concrete & Aggregate ¢ Material Testing (QC/QA)

580 West Beach Street
Watsonville, CA 95076

Phone (831) 763-5500
Fax (831) 761-1042

Granite Construction Incorporated (NYSE: GVA) is the parent company of Granite Construction Company,

Kenny Construction & Intermountain Slurry Seal. More information at graniteconstruction.com
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Caroline's Thrift Shop "~ Aptos, California

ink Day

At The

CHALLENGER
Pink Day at the Challenger
Saturday, August 13

Join your fellow tennis players and
club members to help smash cancer at
the first annual Pink Day at the Chal-
lenger! This fun event — which will
raise money for Jacob’s Heart and
WomenCARE - pairs a local ladies
tennis “battle of the clubs” tourna-
ment along with a day viewing semi-
final professional tennis action,
reserved seating, a boxed lunch, raffle
prizes and a silent auction. Seascape
ladies can sign up to play and then
enjoy the fi %1 day, and any club
member (and your friends) can sign up
to join in the full Pink Day experience
and cheer for their favorite players.

9
This event is held during the Nordic q . .
Naturals Challenger at Seascape TEEN KltEhE" Pru]E[:t
Sports Club. All tickets are $50 per
person — player or spectator — and
must be purchased by August 11. For
Battle of the Clubs tournament infor- Join us for a benefit mixer for Caroline’s Non Profit Thrift Shop with Teen
mation and sign ups, please email

Winnie Kepler; wkepler@aol.com. _ . .
To purchase Pink Day at the Chal- County Bank from 5:00 — 8:00 PM Friday, August 12. Enjoy passed appetizers

lenger tickets, please contact Tammi prepared and served by Teen Kitchen Project. Proceeds from ticket price
Brown at 831-252-1001.

Kitchen Project at the Nordic Naturals Challenger presented by Santa Cruz

support Teen Kitchen Projects program.

The vineyard, sustainably farmed by Bret and Carol Sisney, is located in Santa Lucia Highlands,
a premier region known for quality Pinot Noir and Chardonnay.

%WW Aromas of apple, melon, and citrus balance well with a satisfying

butterscotch and vanilla finish.

% % Barreled in select French oak, the wine is deeply colored, offering
concentrated layers of cherry, currant, and spice with a hint of caramel.

Deluxe Foods, The Fish Lady, K’s Liquors, Seascape Sports Club, Bittersweet Bistro, Britannia Arms, Stockton Bridge Grille

12

Nordic Naturals Challenger | 2016



Baghdatis Healthy & Strong continued
from page 11

Consistent collaboration over the years with several
charity organizations on the island of Cyprus has provided
Baghdatis the opportunity to raise funds for programs
that help children get involved in sports. This work has
also inspired Baghdatis to start his own organization one
day alongside his wife to promote sport and wellness in
the lives of local youth. “We want to aid children and
develop sports in their lives, as this was an important part
of our upbringing and we know that having sports in a
young child’s life can be such a benefit.”

Capping the year with a full hard-court schedule followed
by several tournaments in Europe and Asia, the veteran
Cypriot steps onto the court with the same passion and
determination he possessed over 10 years ago. 2016 is
no exception, “I have had a few matches this year that
I wish I could have another shot at, such as the five-set
battle against Tsonga in Paris,” Baghdatis said. “But these
experiences have made me even more hungry to keep

working for success.”

Marcos Baghdatis with his wife, Karolina and two daughters,

three-year-old Zahara and newborn India.

Nordic Naturals Challenger 13
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PRO CIRCUIT

TOURNAMENT INFO
Site: Seascape Sports Club — Aptos, Calif.

Websites: www.seascapesportsclub.com/challenger
www.procircuit.usta.com

Facebook: Seascape Sports Club
Instagram: seascapesportsclub
Qualifying Draw Begins: Saturday, Aug. 6
Main Draw Begins: Monday, Aug. 8

Main Draw: 32 Singles / 16 Doubles
Surface: Hard / Outdoor

Prize Money: $100,000

Tournament Director:
Christopher Arns, (707) 631-6048
arnstennis@gmail.com

Tournament Press Contact:
Hannah Stone, (951) 760-0923
hstone93@hotmail.com

USTA Communications Contact:
Amanda Korba, (914) 697-2219, korba@usta.com

PRIZE MONEY / POINTS
SINGLES: Prize Money Ranking Points
Winner $14,400 100
Runner-up $8,480 60
Semifinalist $5,020 35
Quarterfinalist $2,920 18
Round of 16 $1,720 8
Round of 32 $1,040 0
DOUBLES: Prize Money (per team)
Winner $6,200

Runner-up $3,600

Semifinalist $2,160

Quarterfinalist $1,280

Round of 16 $720
COMMUNITY EVENTS

Monday, Aug. 8 — Kids’ Day
Tuesday, Aug. 9 — Sponsor Clinic, 4 p.m.
Sunday, Aug. 14 — Wheelchair Tennis Clinic, 11 a.m.

Nordic Naturals Challenger

as of August 2,2016

NORDIC NATURALS CHALLENGER
PRESENTED BY SANTA CRUZ COUNTY BANK

Peter Staples/USTA

APTOS, CA  AUGUST 6-14

USTA PRO CIRCUIT RETURNS TO APTOS, CONCLUDES MEN’S

US OPEN WILD CARD CHALLENGE

The Nordic Naturals Challenger presented by
Santa Cruz County Bank returns to Aptos for
the 29th consecutive year. It is the second-
longest running men’s event on the USTA

Pro Circuit, trailing only Little Rock, Ark.,
which has been taking place for 35 years. The
tournament increased its prize money from
$75,000 to $100,000 in 2012 and is one of
five $100,000 Challengers on the USTA Pro
Circuit calendar this year.

Aptos is the last of three consecutive men’s
hard-court tournaments (joining $50,000
Challengers in Binghamton, N.Y., and
Lexington, Ky.) that are part of the US Open
Wild Card Challenge, which will award a
men’s and women’s wild card into the 2016
US Open based on USTA Pro Circuit results.
Along with these three men’s tournaments,
the women'’s events that were part of the
challenge include the University of the Pacific
$50,000 USTA Pro Circuit Challenger in
Stockton, Calif., held the week of July 11; the
$50,000 FSP Gold River Women's Challenger
in Sacramento, Calif., held the week of

July 18; and the $50,000 Kentucky Bank
Tennis Championships in Lexington, held the
week of July 25.

The American man and American woman who

Ned Dishman/USTA

Bjorn Fratangelo has competed in all three
Grand Slam main draws this year, winning a
round at the French Open.

earn the most ATP and WTA ranking points

at two of the three selected USTA Pro Circuit
hard-court events will receive USTA wild cards
to compete in the singles main draws of the
US Open, which will be held Monday,

Aug. 29, to Sunday, Sept. 11. Only players
who do not receive direct entry into the

US Open are eligible for the wild cards.

This tournament will be streamed live on
www.procircuit.usta.com. To follow the
action, download the USTA Pro Circuit’s
phone app for smartphones and tablets by
searching “procircuit” in the Apple and
Google Play stores.

Notable players competing in Aptos include:

Bjorn Fratangelo, who made his French Open
main-draw debut this year after earning a

Stefan Kozlov won the first two USTA Pro Circuit
singles titles of his career this year and, as a
Junior player, peaked at No. 2 in the world junior
rankings in 2014, when he reached the boys’
final at both Wimbledon and the Australian Open.

*Player field subject to change



TOURNAMENT NOTES

main-draw wild card into the French Open by winning the 2016 USTA
Pro Circuit Roland Garros Wild Card Challenge, where he won his first-
round match over Sam Querrey in Paris for his first career Grand Slam
win. Fratangelo finished this year's Roland Garros Wild Card Challenge
with a title at the $50,000 Challenger in Savannah, Ga., and by reaching
the semifinals at the $100,000 Challenger in Sarasota, Fla. Fratangelo
won the French Open boys’ singles title in 2011, becoming the first
American to win the Roland Garros boys’ title since John McEnroe in
1977. This year, he qualified for the 2016 Australian Open - his first
appearance in a Grand Slam main draw outside of the US Open — as
well as Wimbledon. He also qualified for the ATP events in Indian Wells,
where he pushed world No. 1 Novak Djokovic to three sets in the second
round, and Miami. Fratangelo made his Grand Slam main-draw debut at
the 2015 US Open after winning the USTA Pro Circuit’s US Open Wild
Card Challenge last summer. He has won 10 USTA Pro Circuit and ITF
Circuit singles titles over the last three years and broke into the Top 100
this June. Fratangelo, who is named after 11-time Grand Slam champion
Bjorn Borg, is coached by USTA National Coach Stanford Boster.

Stefan Kozlov, 18, who won the first two USTA Pro Circuit singles titles
of his career this year at the $25,000 Futures events in Los Angeles

in January and Little Rock, Ark., in April; he also won his first-round
match at the ATP grass-court event in Newport, R.I., this July, won an
ITF Circuit event in Canada in March, and captured the doubles title

at the $50,000 Challenger in Winnetka, IlI., in June. Kozlov reached

a career-high ranking of No. 159 in the world in July and is now listed
at No. 161. A junior standout, he peaked at No. 2 in the world junior
rankings in 2014, when he reached boys' finals at both Wimbledon and
the Australian Open, as well as quarterfinals at the US Open and French
Open. At the All England Club, he fell to 2014 USTA Boys' 18s national
champion Noah Rubin in the first all-American Wimbledon boys’ final
since 1977. Also in 2014, Kozlov won the prestigious Orange Bowl
singles and doubles titles, and in the pro ranks, he reached the final of
the $100,000 USTA Pro Circuit Challenger in Sacramento, Calif., losing
to former Top 20 player Sam Querrey. In advancing to the Sacramento
final at age 16, Kozlov became the youngest American to reach a
Challenger final since Andre Agassi in 1986. Kozlov transitioned to
primarily pro events in 2015, competing in the main draw of the ATP’s
Memphis Open and winning his first USTA Pro Circuit Challenger
doubles title in Maui, Hawaii. He also won his first ITF singles title in
Belarus and served as a practice partner for the U.S. Davis Cup team

in Glasgow, Scotland. Kozlov trains both with his father, Andrei, at

his dad’s tennis academy in Pembroke Pines, Fla., and at the USTA
Training Center Headquarters in Boca Raton, Fla. He has also practiced,
on occasion, with Novak Djokovic and other top pros.

US Open Wild Card Challenge leader Ernesto Escobedo, who won

his first USTA Pro Circuit singles title at the $50,000 Challenger in
Lexington to take the lead. Also this year, he qualified for ATP events
in Washington D.C., the Netherlands, and Nottingham, Great Britain,
where he won his first-round match. Escobedo is ranked a career-high
No. 205 in the world.

Mitchell Krueger, a former junior standout who reached the final of
the $50,000 Challenger in Binghamton, N.Y., to take an early lead

in the US Open Wild Card Challenge (he is now in second place
following Lexington). Krueger won his first USTA Pro Circuit event

in 2015 at the $15,000 Futures in Los Angeles. Also last year, he
reached the quarterfinals at $50,000 Challengers in Savannah, Ga.,
and Tallahassee, Fla., and the final at the $15,000 Futures in Wichita,
Kan. In 2014, he won the doubles title at an ITF Pro Circuit event in
Australia and reached the singles quarterfinals or better at six events
around the world. Krueger was the top-ranked American junior boy

USTAY
PRO CIRCUIT

in 2012, peaking at No. 5 in the world junior rankings. He advanced
to the boys’ singles semifinals at the French Open and Wimbledon in
2012 and turned pro that July. He captured his first pro singles title in
2013 while competing overseas at a clay-court ITF Circuit event in the
Netherlands. Krueger comes from a tennis-playing family; his father
played college tennis at Texas A&M, and his mother is a tennis coach
and played at Louisiana Tech. He is coached by USTA National Coach
Stanford Boster.

Daniel Nguyen, who competed in qualifying at Wimbledon, the French
Open and the Australian Open this year. He played in his first-ever
Grand Slam singles qualifying draw at the 2015 US Open, where he
won his first-round match. Nguyen was a former standout college player
at USC and holds eight USTA Pro Circuit and ITF Circuit singles titles,
including two in 2015. In doubles, he has won six combined USTA Pro
Circuit and ITF Circuit doubles titles. Nguyen competed throughout the
world in 2015, making stops in Korea, Great Britain, Malaysia, Vietnam
and India. He competed in the main draw of the men’s doubles event at
the 2009 US Open, where he reached the second round.

Alex Kuznetsov, the USTA Pro Circuit veteran who has competed in

all four Grand Slam events, advancing to the second round of the
Australian Open in 2007. Kuznetsov peaked at No. 120 in the world
in 2013 after winning the 2013 Har-Tru USTA Pro Circuit Wild Card
Challenge to earn a spot in the French Open main draw, qualifying for
that year's Wimbledon and winning the $50,000 USTA Pro Circuit
Challenger in Binghamton, N.Y. In 2014, he qualified for and reached
the quarterfinals of the ATP event in Memphis and qualified for the
main draw at Wimbledon, and last year he reached the quarterfinals of
the $100,000 USTA Pro Circuit Challenger in Dallas and competed in
Australian Open qualifying. Kuznetsov won his sixth USTA Pro Circuit/
ITF Circuit singles title earlier this year in Canada to go along with

11 USTA Pro Circuit/ITF Circuit doubles titles. He also qualified for
back-to-back ATP events in Newport, R.I., and Washington D.C. this
summer. As a junior player, Kuznetsov reached the 2004 French Open
boys’ singles final (falling to Gael Monfils). Kuznetsov is a native of Kiev,
Ukraine, where his grandfather was a handball champion.

Sekou Bangoura, who won the second USTA Pro Circuit singles title of
his career in January 2014 at the $10,000 Futures in Plantation, Fla.
He also won an ITF-level event in the Dominican Republic in 2015
and captured the USTA Pro Circuit Collegiate Series event in Winston-
Salem, N.C., this month. Bangoura holds 14 USTA Pro Circuit and ITF
Circuit doubles titles, including the $50,000 Challenger in Winnetka,
111, this year. Bangoura was named a doubles All-American during his
sophomore year at the University of Florida after reaching the doubles
semifinals at the 2011 NCAA tournament. He turned pro shortly
thereafter.

Nicolas Meister, who has captured six USTA Pro Circuit doubles titles
this year, giving him 16 USTA Pro Circuit/ITF Circuit doubles titles for
his career. He cracked the Top 200 in the doubles rankings in June. In
addition to his doubles success, Meister holds four ITF singles titles,
winning two in Israel this spring and two in Mexico in 2013. Meister
graduated from UCLA in 2012 with All-America honors in singles that
year. He also earned All-America doubles honors during the 2009-10
season.

Notable players competing in qualifying include:
Mackenzie McDonald, a three-time singles All-American who recently

turned pro after his junior year at UCLA and who made college tennis
history this year by sweeping both the NCAA singles and doubles titles,

*Player field subject to change
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the first men’s player in 15 years to do so. McDonald also finished
this season ranked No. 1 in singles and doubles in the ITA collegiate
rankings. In 2015, he won the American Collegiate Invitational, a
tournament held at the US Open for college players. McDonald holds
three USTA Pro Circuit doubles titles, won each year from 2013-15.

Michael Mmoh, who is regarded as one of the brightest young American
prospects, drawing comparisons to Gael Monfils for his athleticism

and power. Mmoh peaked at No. 2 in the junior rankings in 2015
after reaching the singles semifinals at the junior French Open and

the quarterfinals at the junior US Open; he also competed in the
junior Australian Open and Wimbledon in 2015, reaching the doubles
semifinals at both tournaments. Mmoh finished the 2014 junior
season by going 19-2 in international-level play, winning two ITF junior
singles titles, and he won the prestigious Orange Bowl doubles title
with fellow American Stefan Kozlov. Also in 2014, Mmoh went 5-0 in
singles to help lead the U.S. to the Junior Davis Cup title, and he won
his first career USTA Pro Circuit singles title at the $15,000 Futures
in Brownsville, Texas. He added two additional USTA Pro Circuit titles
in 2015, at the $15,000 Futures events in Godfrey, Ill., and Houston.
This year, Mmoh qualified for the ATP’s Memphis Open and competed
in the main draw of the ATP event in Miami, while also winning the
$25,000 USTA Pro Circuit Futures in Bakersfield, Calif. Mmoh trains
with coach Glenn Weiner in Nick Bollettieri’s program at the IMG
Academy in Bradenton, Fla. He is the son of former ATP professional
and Nigerian Olympian Tony Mmoh.

Evan King, a 2013 graduate of the University of Michigan, who was a
three-time All-American (2011-13) and the Big Ten Athlete of the Year
in 2012 and 2013. King owns the program record for most combined
career singles and doubles wins (196), and he ranks third all-time

on Michigan’s singles wins list with 117 victories. In the pro ranks,
King has captured 14 USTA Pro Circuit and ITF Circuit doubles titles,
including the $25,000 USTA Pro Circuit Futures in Los Angeles earlier
this year. This June, he won the singles title at the $10,000 futures in
Buffalo, N.Y., while also capturing an ITF Circuit title in Japan earlier
in the year. In 2015, he won his first career USTA Pro Circuit singles
title at the $15,000 Futures in Edwardsville, Ill., and later in the year,
he added titles at the $10,000 Futures in Birmingham, Ala., and at an
ITF Circuit singles tournament in Zimbabwe. In 2014, King served as
a practice partner for the U.S. Davis Cup team during its World Group
Playoff against Slovakia in Chicago

Peter Kobelt, who graduated from Ohio State in 2014, finishing his
college career as just the fourth player in program history to earn
All-America honors four times. He also became the program’s all-time
career doubles win leader with 142 and reached the doubles final at the
2014 NCAA championships with Kevin Metka. Kobelt has won two ITF
Circuit singles titles in Israel, as well as eight USTA Pro Circuit and ITF
Circuit doubles titles.

Clay Thompson, who graduated from UCLA in 2014, where he was

Nordic Naturals Challenger | 2016
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the top-ranked college player from January through June 2014. He
also earned All-America honors in singles and was named the 2014
Intercollegiate Tennis Association National Senior Player of the Year.
In 2015, Thompson won his first ITF-level singles title, in Mexico,
and reached the quarterfinals or better at three consecutive USTA Pro
Circuit events in July. He closed out the year by qualifying for and
reaching the semifinals at the $50,000 Challenger in Champaign, llI.
This year, he qualified for the $100,000 Challenger in Dallas and has
competed overseas in Egypt and Israel, reaching the singles final at an
event in Egypt.

Many current and former ATP World Tour stars have found success in
Aptos.

Bob and Mike Bryan, who won Aptos doubles titles in 1998 and 2000,
have won 16 Grand Slam tournament titles together and hold the all-
time Open Era record of 112 men’s doubles titles. The Bryans have also
represented Team USA in Davis Cup since 2003 and captured gold for
the U.S. at the 2012 London Olympics. Bob won the Aptos singles title
in 2000.

2005 singles champion Andy Murray, who peaked at No. 2 in the world
in August 2009 and has won 38 career ATP World Tour singles titles.
Murray won Wimbledon in 2013 and 2016 and the US Open in 2012,
in addition to capturing gold for Great Britain at the 2012 London
Olympics.

2012 singles champion Steve Johnson, is ranked a career-high

No. 21 in the world after winning his first ATP singles title this June in
Birmingham, Great Britain, reaching the fourth round of Wimbledon
this year, and advancing to the semifinals at the ATP’s Citi Open in
Washington D.C. Last year, Johnson reached his first career ATP final

in Vienna in October, while reaching three additional ATP semifinals.
He also made his debut for the U.S. Davis Cup team in 2015 against
Uzbekistan, winning the doubles rubber with Sam Querrey after the duo
advanced to the US Open doubles semifinals together. Johnson will be
representing the U.S. at the Olympics in Rio.

Patrick Rafter, the 1993 Aptos singles champion, peaked at No. 1 in
the world in 1999 after winning back-to-back US Opens in 1997 and
1998. Now retired, Rafter finished his Hall of Fame career with 11 ATP
World Tour singles titles and 10 doubles titles

Daniel Nestor, the 1995 Aptos singles champion, peaked at No. 1 in
the world in doubles in 2002 and has won 90 career doubles titles,
including two titles this year. He has won eight Grand Slam doubles
titles (the French Open four times, Wimbledon two times and the
US Open and Australian Open once). He also won the gold medal in
doubles at the 2000 Olympics in Sydney.

*Player field subject to change
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Singles
Year
2015
2014
2013
2012
2011
2010
2009
2008
2007
2006
2005
2004
2003
2002
2001
2000
1999
1998
1997
1996
1995
1994
1993
1992
1991
1990
1989
1988

Winner

John Millman (AUS)
Marcos Baghdatis (CYP)
Bradley Klahn (USA)
Steve Johnson (USA)
Laurynas Grigelis (LTU)
Marinko Matosevic (AUS)
Chris Guccione (AUS)
Kevin Kim (USA)

Donald Young (USA)
Alex Kuznetsov (USA)
Andy Murray (GBR)
Kevin Kim (USA)

Jeff Salzenstein (USA)
Brian Vahaly (USA)

Jeff Salzenstein (USA)
Bob Bryan (USA)
Michael Hill (AUS)

Cecil Mamiit (PHI)

Jan-Michael Gambill (USA)

Albert Chang (CAN)
Daniel Nestor (CAN)
Shuzo Matsuoka (JPN)
Patrick Rafter (AUS)
Alex 0'Brien (USA)
Chuck Adams (USA)
Henrik Holm (SWE)
Mark Kaplan (RSA)
Brad Pearce (USA)

APTOS PAST WINNERS
Doubles
Runner-Up Year
Austin Krajicek (USA) 2015
Mikhail Kukushkin (KAZ) 2014
Daniel Evans (GBR) 2013
Robert Farah (COL) 2012
llija Bozoljac (SRB) 2011
Donald Young (USA) 2010
Nick Lindahl (AUS) 2009
Andrea Stoppini (ITA) 2008
Bobby Reynolds (USA) 2007
Go Soeda (JPN) 2006
Rajeev Ram (USA) 2005
Frank Dancevic (CAN) 2004
Dmitry Tursunov (RUS) 2003
Noam Behr (ISR) 2002
Jeff Morrison (USA) 2001
Kevin Kim (USA) 2000
Harel Levy (ISR) 1999
Takao Suzuki (JPN) 1998
Wade McGuire (USA) 1997
Brian MacPhie (USA) 1996
Chris Woodruff (USA) 1995
Gianluca Pozzi (ITA) 1994
Cristiano Caratti (ITA) 1993
Byron Black (ZIM) 1992
Bryan Shelton (USA) 1991
Brian Garrow (USA) 1990
Robbie Weiss (USA) 1989
Tim Pawsat (USA) 1988

Sd

PRO CIRCUIT

Winner

Chris Guccione (AUS) — Artem Sitak (NZL)

Ruben Bemelmans (BEL) — Laurynas Grigelis (LTU)
Jonathan Erlich (ISR) — Andy Ram (ISR)

Rik de Voest (RSA) — John Peers (AUS)

Carsten Ball (AUS) — Chris Guccione (AUS)
Carsten Ball (AUS) — Chris Guccione (AUS)
Carsten Ball (AUS) — Chris Guccione (AUS)

Noam Okun (ISR) — Amir Weintraub (ISR)

Rajeev Ram (USA) — Bobby Reynolds (USA)
Prakash Amritraj (IND) — Rohan Bopanna (IND)
Nathan Healey (AUS) — Eric Taino (PHI)

Huntley Montgomery (USA) — Tripp Phillips (USA)
Jan Hernych (CZE) — Uros Vico (ITA)

Amir Hadad (ISR) — Martin Vassallo (ARG)
Brandon Hawk (USA) — Robert Kendrick (USA)

Bob Bryan (USA) — Mike Bryan (USA)

Michael Hill (AUS) — Scott Humphries (USA)

Bob Bryan (USA) — Mike Bryan (USA)

Sebastien LeBlanc (CAN) — Jocelyn Robichaud (CAN)
Sebastien LeBlanc (CAN) — Jocelyn Robichaud (CAN)
Sebastien LeBlanc (CAN) — Brian MacPhie (USA)
Brian MacPhie (USA) — Alex 0'Brien (USA)

Gilad Bloom (ISR) — Christian Saceanu (GER)

Paul Annacone (USA) — Alex 0'Brien (USA)

Nduka Odizor (NGR) — Bryan Shelton (USA)

Jeff Brown (USA) — Scott Melville (USA)

Steve DeVries (USA) — Ted Scherman (USA)

Jeff Klaparda (USA) — Peter Palandjian (USA)
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Troughout the years, what has
remained the same about the

Nordic Naturals Challenger presented
by Santa Cruz County Bank is the
both the

community and the tennis community

opportunity for local
to come together and experience
world-class tennis in an extremely
intimate environment. In past years,
Seascape has hosted tennis legends in
the beginning stages of their career
including Michael Chang, Patrick
Rafter, Andy Murray, John Isner, the
Bryan brothers and many more.

Recently, some of the best tennis at the
Aptos Challenger was played by those
granted a wildcard, who proceeded
to exceed the expectations of the
crowd. Players like former world No.
2 Tommy Haas, 18-year-old American
Taylor Fritz, now ranked No. 60, and
American Mitchell Krueger, current
runner-up of the U.S. Open Wildcard
Challenge, all at different stages in their
career, came into the Aptos main draw
as dark horses.

Filling their shoes in 2016 are some of
the most anticipated young Americans

Mackenzie “Mackie” Mcdonald

18 Nordic Naturals Challenger

taking the tour by storm,

starting with Aptos.

Last month, the No. 1
college player in the nation,
Mackenzie “Mackie”

Mcdonald announced he was
surrendering one last year of
eligibility at UCLA to turn
professional. This came as
no surprise after Mcdonald
NCAA

both
singles and doubles being

captured the

championships  in

the first player to win both
events in the same season
since 2001. Finishing the year
with a 22-1 overall singles record, the
21-year-old All-American singles and
doubles player was named the 2016
ITA National Men’s College Player of
the Year and the Pac-12 Player of the
Year for the second straight season.
Mocdonald, from Piedmont, Calif. made
his Aptos debut in 2014 as a wildcard.

Another player making his imprint
on the college scene is freshman and
No. 1 Stanford player Tom Fawcett.
Fawcett was proclaimed the Pac-12
Freshman of the Year after
posting a 14-7 singles record
at the No. 1 position. The 20
year old finished the 2015
season at No. 35 in the ITA
rankings. Since 2015, Fawcett
has appeared in several
Challenger events. Aptos is a
chance for him to carry over
his recent success as a top-
tier college competitor into
the ATP tour.

Standing at 6-foot-11 and

often confused for John

Reily Opelka

Isner, 18-year-old Reily Opelka turned
professional last year. Opelka’s notable
junior career reached a climax when
he defeated junior No. 1 at the time,
Taylor Fritz to clinch the 2015 boy’s
Wimbledon Championship. Just one
week before traveling to Aptos, Opelka
won his first career ATP match at the
2016 BB&T Atlanta Open. He went
on to shock No. 27 Kevin Anderson
in the round of 16 to advance to the
quarterfinals. No matter his end result
in Atlanta, Opelka’s breakthrough wins
will reap a newfound confidence at the
Nordic Naturals Challenger this week.

Surrounded by friends, family and
those equally passionate about the
game of tennis, the Nordic Naturals
Challenger, for the 29th year, is
not only a place to create lasting
memories with professional players
on-the-rise, it is a once and a lifetime
opportunity to witness a future

American superstar.
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Thank You!

Volunteer Committee Chairpersons
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Tournament Staff

Central Desk: Brooke Cohan Pink Day: Lori Fisher

Director: Chris Arns Doctor: Barbara MacFarlane Ballpersons:  Paul Sampson Tammi Brown
Winnie Kepler

Media Relations: Hannah Stone | Photography: Joyce Tarter Rideout

Parking: Doug Doerin, . . .
Chief Umpire:  Gabe Pace Sponsorships:  Judy Welsh 5 '8 "6 | Player Housing:  Mike Merion
Outreach: Kristen Ferlito Umbire Housing: T sh
USTA Supervisor: Keith Crossland | NorCal TSR:  India Hoffman mpire Housing: lanya shannon
Pro-Am: Allyson Arns Tickets: EdP
Trainer: Zsolt Hajdu Stringer: Star Stringing - lckets: erez
Hospitality: ~ Norbert Benecke Jennifer Perez
Paula Benecke Anita Ridpath
Josie Cowden Announcers: Chris Caputo
Allyson Weston ’ 4P
Martin Sweet

20

/ ustA

Dawn luliano updated
the New Scoreboard

everyday for the Ballkids love to be

Tournament. part of the Finals

It might be the neatest Presentation. They

Scoreboard ever! work all week

to practice for

Jordan Kepler offered his time doing special this moment.

photography and shared his “ DWIGHT R.” tennis
statue with the Challenger.

Tournament Ticket Sales & Tournament Desk

Leon Chaikin celebrates his Volunteer of the Year Award Norbert Benecke accepts Leon’s Award with a require 50 volunteers daily.
with friends and family. surprise “Song” since Leon could not make the
Final’s Presentation.

Volunteers make new friends

Josie Cowden, Hospitality Chairperson, has some fun with

Linda Hitchcock did an incredible job ! !
Sponsor, Jill Andrews and Party Coordinator, Anna Lutz.

Wheelchair Tennis Clinic and Exhibition organizing the ballperson’s training.

Nordic Naturals Challenger | 2016




SANTA CRUZ
COUNTY BANK

We are committed to our community by

building lasting relationships and being a

trusted partner that together empowers
growth and economic vitality.

Put your money where your life is.
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